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Re: Dangers of Social Media for children  
 
Dear Parents and Carers of pupils in year 5 and 6, 
 
There have been some issues around the use of social media among children recently.   
 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind both parents and pupils of the dangers and implications of the 
misuse of social media. 
 
Cyber bullying and misusing the internet or APPs, is taken very seriously and can result in prosecution as the police 
are able to trace the digital footprint of users. 
 
Parents need to be mindful of the age restrictions on certain apps, digital footprints and the potential dangers 
around posting about other children. 
 
Below and attached is some information about internet safety and potential dangers of misuse. 
 
Age restrictions: 
Whatsapp- Official age rating 16+     Parent age rating 13+ years old. 
Snap Chat- 13 years old. 
Facebook- 13 years old 
Instagram- 13 years old 
You tube- account holders 17 years of age or 13 with parent's consent 
Twitter- 13 years old 
TikTok- 13 years old 
 
If your child is using one of the above APPS (they are under aged) are you checking what they are accessing 
regularly? Do they know the people that are viewing their posts? Do they know all of their followers personally? 
Would you be happy for them to meet up with those people socially? Do you have a cut off time at home for using a 
mobile phone or tablet device? 
If the answer to any of these questions is NO then you really should be having a conversation with your child about 
using social media safely. 
 
Digital Footprint Advice: 
What are digital footprints? 
Well, you may not realise it BUT every time you go online you leave a trail! A digital footprint is like a tattoo- it is 
permanent; leaves a mark. 
 
These days we are encouraged to add lots of information about ourselves onto the internet...Photos, art, poetry, 
videos, blogs, personal profiles … there are lots of opportunities to be creative and develop good skills. Aside from 
the fun stuff, always remember that the internet is an open environment. Personal information is routinely collected 
and kept for years and years by companies wanting to sell you stuff and viewed by individuals looking for 
information about you. 
 



  

 

Apparently lots of universities and employers now use the internet to check up on you! 
So, keep safe and don’t put too much information about yourself online and focus on doing positive things. It would 
be rubbish if you missed out on something because of bad content you posted online. If you are bullying others 
online or posting inappropriate content furfure careers could be affected; would you want to employ some as a 
doctor who has been bullying children online? Would you want a sports coach teaching your child if they had shared 
videos of their children fighting or suffering (mocking them)? 
 
We would like to think that parents, pupils and the school can work together to send clear messages to our children 
about the need to keep themselves safe online. Additionally, highlighting the consequences around misuse, cyber 
bullying and the effect of our digital footprints on our chosen career path. 
 
Please read the attached information and have those sometimes awkward conversations with your child about using 
social media and the future implications of misusing the internet. 
 
Working together we can help our children to be safer and kinder online. 
 
Many thanks for supporting internet safety of our pupils, 
 
Chris Harrison 
Headteacher  
 


