
 

Dear George Carey Family, 
 

We are living in unprecedented times with things changing rapidly.  We are all being affected, 
though in different ways, and we all have roles to play from those fighting on the frontlines, to each 
one of us staying safe, coming together, and supporting one another.  

In this context, after conversation with Mr Harrison, we wanted to make contact as your local vicars 
and church leaders connected with our school.  You may or may not know that, in June last year, 
Sam and Anna moved here to start a new Church for Barking Riverside, as part of the Church of 
England.   Since then this community has become our home, our son started at George Carey in 
September, and Sam has been serving as Foundation Governor and now Vice Chair of Governors. 
Unesu became vicar of Christ Church Thames View in November, is our Welfare Governor, and has a 
real heart for this community.  All of this is to say that we are here for you, for this community, and 
for this school.  There are a few things we wanted to share as an encouragement and support. 

First, a heartfelt thanks to all the teachers and staff who have worked tirelessly to keep our children 
safe, to enable key workers to do what they need to do, and to equip us to keep educating our 
children at home.  Thank you. 

Second, for those who have practical needs or concerns, we are privileged to be part of a community 
that looks out for one another.  We saw that just after moving in with the fire in June, and we see it 
again now.  We are joining in with these local efforts to care for our community and our neighbours. 
If you would like to volunteer locally go to www.lbbd.gov.uk/volunteering and if you need support 
contact 020 8215 3000 or www.lbbd.gov.uk/let-us-know-if-you-need-help-or-support. 

Finally, what we are facing right now is beyond any one of us.  In this time it is essential we come 
together, but more than that, we need to pray.  Whilst we are not able to gather physically, we are 
creating spaces online to pray together as well as committing as a church community to praying for 
each one of you.  If you want someone to pray for you, with you, or simply to connect, then please 
get in touch via BarkingRiverside@asww.org.uk or our Facebook page 
Facebook.com/ChurchatBarkingRiverside where you can find how to  join us for prayer and 
encouragement through Zoom video conferencing on Monday, Wednesday or Sunday evenings You 
can connect with Unesu at Christ Church on 02085949491, christchurch-thamesview.org.uk; and find 
live streamed worship at facebook.com/CCTVIG11. 

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for your rod and 
your staff they comfort me” Psalm 23 

“May the God of hope fill you with joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13 

We are facing something bigger than any of us.  Let’s come together, but let’s also put our trust in 
One who is always faithful and will never leave. 

With our love and prayers,  

Rev Sam and Anna Pollard  

Rev Unesu Chindabata  
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